
 
TRANSPORTATION 

TORNADO PROCEDURES 
 
A tornado watch is a forecast of the possibility of one or more tornadoes in a large area.  Continue 

normal activities and watch for tornadoes.  Monitor the CB radio or local radio station for 

developments.  If watch continues at dismissal time, check with district transportation office if 

weather is threatening but no official warning has been received. 

  

A tornado warning means that a tornado has been detected and may be approaching. If this occurs 

while students are still in school the professional staff and/or school principals will take charge of the 

situation and provide direction. Transportation staff is to take shelter in designated areas on-site; not 

in buses, or under trees. Transportation staff may report to any of our school buildings until the all 

clear directive is given. 

  

If the tornado is sighted while students are being transported via buses, you will follow the following 

procedure: 

  

1.  Radio to district transportation office and inform them of the sighting. 

 

2. Do not try to "out run" a tornado, they usually move from southwest to the northeast. Head         

away from its path, at a right angle. 

 

3. Try to find shelter under a bridge or overpass. Once under overpass, have students open 

windows and drop to the floor and cover their heads. 

 

4. In an open area. Pull the bus over to a safe place and de-board the students into a depressed 

area, ditch, or ravine and have them lie flat on their stomachs on the ground, and cover their 

heads. Under no circumstances should a bus driver try to keep the students on the bus, if in the 

path of a tornado. 

 

5. If no depression area is available, have the students lie down on the ground toward the tornado 

and away from the bus. 

 

6. Instruct the students to leave the bus as quickly as possible by the service door and the 

emergency door.  Have them leave all equipment and/or belongs on the bus. 

 

7.  Account for all students. 

 

8. When you feel that it is safe to return to the bus - do so and radio into district transportation 

office to inform them. 

 

9. All office staff and mechanics will remain available until the all clear directive has been 

given.   
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